NEW HARTFORD POST 1376
THE AMERICAN LEGION

The AH1 Cobra Gunship
“The Snake”
8616 Clinton St
New Hartford, NY 13413-3400
(315)736-7041

DECEMBER

NEWSLETTER

2020

DATES
NO AUXILIARY MEETING
NO LEGION RIDERS MEETING
NO COUNTY LEGION MEETING
2nd-Executive Board Meeting-6:30 PM
2nd-SAL Meeting-6:30 PM
7th-Pearl Harbor Day 1945
16th-Post Membership Meeting-6:30 PM
17th-Post Color Guard Meeting-6:00 PM
25th-Christmas Day

“THE FRIENDLY POST”

Hours of Operation:
Monday-Saturday
11:00 AM-10:00 PM
Sunday
12:00 PM-10:00 PM

From
New Hartford American Legion

Lunches Served Daily
Monday-Friday
11:00 AM-2:00 PM

*****PROUDLY SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS*****

AUXILIARY NEWS
COMMANDER’S MESSAGE
With the Christmas Holidays around the corner we
still find ourselves dealing with this terrible virus.
We have been in full compliance with all State of
New York mandates. We continue to ask that everyone help us by wearing face masks when not seated
and practice social distancing.
We decided that we would hold our Wednesday
night drawings at 8:00 PM instead of 9:00 PM as
many felt it was too close too last call. Details are
found later in this newsletter.
We will continue with the Toys For Tots program
as in the past, again details are found later in the
newsletter. This a very good way to make many children a little bit happier this Christmas.
You can call the Post @ (315) 736-7041 if you have
any concerns about the current situation with the
pandemic.
For the Good of the Legion,
Junior Laracuente, Post Commander

There is NO meeting for the Auxiliary this month.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday January 5,
2021.
The new 2021 Membership Cards are in. Our dues
remain at $25.00. Dues can be sent to Krystal Hodge
20 Abbey Rd. Whitesboro, NY 13492. They may also
be left at the Post in the Auxiliary mailbox in the
Lounge, but we encourage sending dues to Krystal
directly. Doing this will expedite the renewal. If there
are any questions please call me @ (315) 725-2678.
Again, there is a grant available for financial help
if you should need during the Covid crisis. You may
contact me @ 315.723.0504 to inquire to submit an
application.
Please let our Chaplain, Joyce Mancini know of
any Auxiliary member that is sick at home or convalescing elsewhere. Also, please let her know when one
of our sisters has passed. Joyce can be reached @
(315)723-4500 or e-mail @ breezimane3@aol.com
Thank You.
Please pray for our service men and women and
continue to support our veterans. I also ask you to
pray to support our police and healthcare workers.
Respectfully Submitted,
Monica Lawendowski, President

SONS OF THE LEGION REPORT
The next meeting of the Son’s will be held on
Wednesday, December 2nd starting at 6:30 PM.
Please note the new starting time for our monthly
meetings.
Please send all membership applications and renewals to SAL Cdr. Donald M Wisnoski PO Box 455
Chadwicks N.Y. 13319 or you can drop them off at
the Legion addressed to the SAL Cdr. Dues will remain $30.00. The new 2021 Membership Cards are
in and you can pay your dues anytime. Thank You.
New Hartford SAL Squadron 1376 would like to
welcome the following new member to our Squadron. Please welcome: David Pole
As always, the Sons thank you for your support of
our veterans and our Post.
Respectfully Submitted,
Donald Wisnoski, SAL Commander

COLOR GUARD REPORT
The next meeting of the Color Guard will be held
on Thursday, December 17th at 6:00 PM. If there
are changes you will be notified by Chris Voce.
The Color Guard has participated in 10 events
and has given a total of 90 hours of service to our
American Legion Post and our community.
We are always looking for new faces to join our
Color Guard Family. If anyone is interested please
contact Capt. Dick Fountain, Rd. Cdr. Larry
Winfield or Lt. Duane Clark at the Post @ 315 7367041.
Respectfully Submitted,
Chris Voce, Chaplain

Robert J. Rothdiener
Robert J. Rothdiener, 85, of New Hartford, passed
away on September 25, 2020.
He was raised and educated in Utica and was a
graduate of Utica Free Academy.
Bob proudly served in the United States Marine
Corps from 1956 to 1962.
Bob is survived by his wife, Bonnie; his three children, Christine, Susan, and Steven, and eight
grandchildren.
Bob was a member of New Hartford American
Legion Post #1376 and Past Road Commander of
their Color Guard and a member of the Marine
Corps League of Rome.
Our condolences go out to his family. He will be
missed by his friends here at New Hartford Post.
Our Post sponsored a Flag in memory of Bob for
Flags for Heroes for Veterans Day at the Parkway
in Utica.

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS REPORT
Our next meeting of the Riders will take place in
March 2021.
The American Legion Riders of Post 1376 have
completed another very productive year. Donations
were delivered to the DAV fund, the Vietnam Gettogether, the American Legion Legacy Fund, Feedour-Vets-Utica, the Utica Development Center and
our community ride this year was donated to the
Abraham House in Utica to help in the difficult mission that they are on.
As we break for the winter, we will keep busy doing
other work for our Veterans and Post.
We are fortunate to have many new Riders and Supporters who have joined us during this year; Welcome Aboard!
Let’s hope that 2021 will not be as complicated as
2020.
2021 dues are now being accepted. Pay by cash or make
out check to American Legion Riders Post 1376, att: Tom
Liesch. Include your name and the receipt and ALR ID
will be returned to you.

Toys For Tots
In conjunction with the Marine Corps League of
Rome we have supported the Toys For Tots Program at Christmas time for the past several years.
In the past, this was a favorite program that Bob
Rothdiener embraced with much enthusiasm and
had much success.
Bob passed away in September of this year and
Larry Winfield and Barb Lints asked if they could
continue this program for us. Barb and Larry are
very active in our American Legion Post. We are
sure they will do a fine job.
We would like to thank Barb and Larry for all
they do here at New Hartford, with volunteering in
all of the projects going on at our Post.
So, Larry and Barb, again, we Thank You so
much.
TOY’S for TOT’s boxes are now at our Legion
and will be available until December 15th. Please
spread the word for all to participate.
Thank You,

You can check us out on facebook, or on the web @
www.AmericanLegionRiders.net or national at
www.legion.org/riders … or get in touch with us at
our new email… alrpost1376@gmail.com.
For the Good of the Legion,
Tim Converse, Director

December 7, 1941

On this date 79 years ago the Japanese commenced
their attack on Pearl Harbor.
The United States lost some 2400 service members
along with 300 aircraft and 6 U.S. Ships that were
sank or destroyed.
This propelled the United States into World War II
and after almost four years of fighting we were able
Larry Winfield & Barb Lints to claim victory as Japan surrendered on September
2, 1945.
Let us remember those who gave their lives on the
“Day that will Live in Infamy.”

Monthly Humor

Three men died on Christmas Eve and were met
by Saint Peter at the pearly gates. "In honor of this
holy season" Saint Peter said, "You must each possess something that symbolizes Christmas to get into
heaven."
The Englishman fumbled through his pockets and
pulled out a lighter. He flicked it on. "It's a candle",
he said. "You may pass through the pearly gates"
Saint Peter said.
The Scotsman reached into his pocket and pulled
out a set of keys. He shook them and said, "They're
bells." Saint Peter said "You may pass through the
pearly gates."
The Irishman started searching desperately
through his pockets and finally pulled out a pair of
women's glasses. St. Peter looked at the man with a
raised eyebrow and asked, "And just what do those
symbolize?" The Irishman replied, "These are
Carol's"

This Date in Military History

On December 21,1864, during the Civil War, Union forces led by Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman
concluded their “March to the Sea” as they captured Savannah, Georgia.

Strawberries and Cashews are the only fruits whose
seeds grow on the outside.

“Failure has a thousand explanations.
Success doesn’t need one.”
Sir Alec Guinness
British actor
(1914-2000)

Our monthly 50/50 Raffle for all Post 1376 Members, began in December 2019. Tickets for December
2020 were available, starting November 1, 2020.
Tickets are $1.00 each and are available at the Bar.
The drawing will be on the first of each month except on Holidays or if the Legion is closed that day.
The proceeds will be for our Capital Projects Fund
that will be needed at our Legion.

Wednesday Night Drawings

It was decided that our Wednesday Night drawings
will be held at 8:00 PM instead of 9:00 PM starting
November 11, 2020. Everyone felt this would be better as 9:00 PM was too close too last call.

To all of our members, employees and their families we wish you a Very Merry Christmas, Happy
Hanukah & Happy New Year. We Thank You for
your continued support of our American Legion Post
and especially all of our Veterans.

New Hartford American Legion
New Hartford Ladies Auxiliary
New Hartford Sons of the American Legion
New Hartford American Legion Riders

POST LOTTERY REPORT
OCTOBER 2020
LOTTERY NUMBERS
DATE-NUMBER
1-559 2-039 3-742 4-593 5-064 6-253 7-972 8-851
9-546 10-841 11-867 12-227 13-707 14-419 15-374
16-029 17-570 18-459 19-319 20-638 21-557 22558 23-064 24-381 25-043 26-049 27-239 28-676
29-817 30-403 31-612
Disclaimer: Every effort is made to accurately report these numbers. The official numbers are those
recorded on the Post Lottery Payment Log Book by
the Fund Raiser Chairman. The Post will not be responsible for typos in the newsletter.
Lottery News: The tickets for 2021 have been
mailed: One ticket per address on our mailing list. If
you did not receive a ticket, or you need more, they
are available at the Bar or you can contact me via
email at eyeman@adelphia.net and I can send you
what you need.
A very special thank you to John St. Pierre at
Presto Print who donated the self addressed return
envelopes that were included with your ticket.
We hope this will make it easier for every household to buy or sell one ticket and get it back to us by
December 24, 2020 for the seller prize drawing. Remember that you can still earn a free 2022 membership when you sell ten or more tickets for 2021. This
applies to the Legion, Auxiliary and SAL members. Hopefully we will have a full slate for baseball
and other children and youth events in 2021, so
please support the one fund raiser each year that is
dedicated to this cause.
For the Good of the Legion,
Terry Johnson PC,
Lottery Fund Raiser Chairman

To all of our faithful volunteers and our dedicated
employees, the New Hartford American Legion takes
this opportunity to say THANK YOU!

QUEEN OF HEARTS UPDATE
The hunt for the Queen continues, as of November
12th the “Queen” now stands @ $2064 with 43 cards
left.
The drawing for the “Queen” is held every
Wednesday at 8:15 PM.
You can purchase tickets any day at the Bar and at
the SAL table Wednesdays in the Lounge.
All Post 1376 members and bona fide guests over
the age of 18 may play The Queen of Hearts.
One ticket will be drawn each week; except the
first and twenty-sixth week, when three will be
drawn, until the Queen of Hearts is found.
Tickets will be a series of two part-sequentially
numbered raffle tickets. TICKETS WILL COST
$1.00 EACH, and you may purchase as many tickets
as you wish. Each player shall write their name and
phone number and card number you would like selected if you are not present at the drawing on the
Posts part of the ticket, which shall be deposited into
the raffle box.
The player holding the winning ticket stub shall be
declared the winner of the drawing and shall be entitled to “Search for the Queen of Hearts”.
Each winner shall select one of the facedown playing cards, which shall be turned over by the member
in charge. If the card turned over is the Queen of
Hearts, the holder of the winning ticket selecting that
card shall be awarded 60% of the grand prize pool.
If the card selected is not the Queen of Hearts, the
card shall be defaced and be returned to the game
board face up.
The player drawing a card other than the Queen of
Hearts shall be awarded a cash prize valued according to the following schedule:
CARD DRAWN
PAY OUT
ANY 2,3,4, 5 OR 6
$10
ANY 7,8, OR 9
$15
ANY 10, Jack or King
$20
ANY Ace
$30
ANY Queen other than Hearts
$50
ANY Joker
$100
Should the owner of the ticket drawn not be present a volunteer will select the card.
Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Brucato, Manager

Veterans Day 2020
I received calls on November 5th while in Florida
at our winter home from Commander Laracuente
and Terry Tesak asking if I could talk to a Ed Harris who is a reporter for the Utica OD.
Ed was doing an article for Veterans Day about
the Cobra Gunship that is displayed in front of our
Post and wanted to know if I could fill him in on
the history of it, which of course I could.
Ed told me about a former pilot, Donald Borey, Donald Borey pictured with the Cobra in Viet Nam
who flew the helicopter that now sits here at New
Hartford’s American Legion Post.
I had gathered all of the information on the acquisition of the helicopter prior to talking with Ed.
I read the article in the November 11th edition of
the Utica OD and it was great for our Post to be
recognized for this years Veterans Day.
Below are some of the pictures and descriptions
The Cobra Platoon Pocket Patch with
that go with them.
Donald Borey’s number 43

The Cobra as she sits at the
New Hartford American Legion.

Recent photo of Donald Borey

Ed Harris, Utica OD Reporter
Donald Borey, left, pictured with the
Cobra and his commanding officer.

The Cobra Gunship as it looked in 1971. Photo was
taken at Lai Khe where Donald Borey was based.

Due to having to self quarantine I was not able to
be at the Post on Veterans Day. Besides being with
our family this is one of reasons we like to be home
this time of year.
Veterans Day means a lot to me and not being able
to be there, really hurts. I missed being with the
Color Guard and look forward to getting back up to
the Post.
Respectfully Submitted,
Fred Williams PC

Cut Along Dotted Line

New Eligibility Requirements For
The American Legion
The LEGION Act, signed into law July 30, 2019,
expands eligibility in The American Legion to include
veterans who served in U.S. military conflicts previously unrecognized by Congress as war eras.
If you have served at least one day of federal active
duty in the United States Armed Forces since December 7, 1941, and have been honorably discharged or
are still serving - you are eligible for membership in
The American Legion!
*Because eligibility dates remain open, all active
duty members of the U.S. Armed Forces are eligible
to join The American Legion at this time, until the
date of the end of hostilities as determined by the government of the United States.
**U.S. Merchant Marine eligible only from December 7, 1941 to December 31, 1946 (WWII).
A copy of your DD-214 or Honorable Discharge
Certificate confirming your eligibility is required
when joining.
Above is the new membership application form for
the American Legion. If you know of someone who
may be interested in joining, cut this form out for
them.
Dues are currently $45.00, checks can be made out
to New Hartford American Legion Post 1376 and they
can mail it along with a copy of their DD214 discharge papers to:
New Hartford American Legion
8616 Clinton St.
New Hartford, NY 13413-3400

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Our next membership meeting will be on Wednesday, December 16th starting at 6:30 PM.
We currently have 451 members paid so far,
which includes 12 new members. This gives us 72%
of our new quota of 618.
The new 2021 membership cards are in and you
can pay your dues anytime. Dues remain $45.00.
Thank You.

NOTICE PLEASE READ!!
"If you pay your Legion membership online, you
will have to send the Post membership chairperson
proof that you paid your dues. There is a receipt at
the bottom of your online confirmation to send to
the Post. I cannot send your membership card until
I receive this confirmation. Please send this in as
soon as possible."
New Hartford American Legion Post 1376 would
like to welcome the following new members to our
Post. Please welcome: Charles L. Rooney and Donald D. Bentley.
As always, we truly appreciate your continued
support of the American Legion and our Post.
Respectfully Submitted,

Janet Keesler & Dick Fountain
Post Membership Chairpersons

NEW HARTFORD AMERICAN LEGION
POST 1376

Junior Laracuente

Don Wisnowski

POST COMMANDER

SAL COMMANDER

Monica Lawendowski

Tim Converse

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

LEGION RIDERS DIRECTOR

TAPS
New Hartford American Legion Post 1376
regrets to report that the following members have left us:

JOHN A. VOCE
ROBERT E. LEONARD
BENJAMIN W. FALL
WILLIAM BANKERT
WALTER KURGAN
GRANT THEM ETERNAL REST O’LORD

