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“THE FRIENDLY POST” 

Hours of Operation: 

POST IS CLOSED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   We continue to be closed due to the Corona virus. 

When we are able to reopen we will let you know. Until 

then please stay safe and be healthy. 

New Hartford American Legion   
 

*****PROUDLY SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS***** 

Friday Night Fish Fry 

Served Weekly thru May 

4:00 -7:00 PM 

(TAKE OUT ONLY) 

To order call: 

(315) 736-7041 and press 1 

for the downstairs  

extension   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
   Along with all of the American Legion activities 

with the Department of New York, Oneida County 

and at the Post level the American Legion Baseball 

season  also has been cancelled. 

   We will let you know when we are able to resume 

our regular activities and reopen our Post. 

   In the mean time you can access our website for 

our Face book link, search for New Hartford Ameri-

can Legion Post 1376. The search should give 2 re-

sults, the Face book link, the other is the website …it 

will say New Hartford American Legion Post 1376 

the Friendly Post.   

   Please stay safe and healthy. 

         For the Good of the Legion, 

                     Junior Laracuente, Post Commander 

     Vic Gazzilli, Post Adjutant 

 

 

 

 

AUXILIARY NEWS 
   Even with the Corona virus pandemic and the re-

strictions that have been placed upon us we did man-

age to have a Chicken BBQ on May 17th. 

   As it was on short notice and too late to get in the 

newsletter, we did very well. We sold out, serving 

200 meals. We wish to thank everyone who sup-

ported us. 

   Please pray for our service men and women and 

continue to support our veterans. 

                                  Yours in Service, 

                                Monica Lawendowski, President 
 

    

 

 

 

SAL NEWS 
   There will be no SAL scholarship this year due to 

National and District orders. 

   Back in May our New Hartford Post 1376 SAL 

Squadron made a $300 donation to The Travis  

Mills  Foundation for rehabilitation of veterans and 

amputees after they return home. 

   Below is information of The Travis Mills Founda-

tion and what it is all about. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRAVIS MILLS 
Retired United States Army Staff Sergeant Travis 

Mills of the 82nd Airborne is a recalibrated warrior, 

motivational speaker, actor, author and an advocate 

for veterans and amputees. Travis’s New York 

Times bestselling memoir, Tough as They Come, is 

currently available on sale in bookstores everywhere. 

Despite losing portions of both arms and legs from 

an IED while on active duty in Afghanistan, Travis 

continues to overcome life’s challenges, breaking 

physical barriers and defying odds. Travis lives by 

his motto: 

“Never give up. Never quit.” 
   During Travis’s recovery at Walter Reed National 

Military Medical Center, Travis was a mentor and 

leader to other recalibrated warriors at the facility 

earning him the nickname: “Mayor of Building 62.” 

In the midst of Travis’s journey to his new normal, 

Travis and his family travelled to Crested Butte, 

Colorado where he participated in adaptive sports. 

This trip to Crested Butte had a profound impact on 

Travis and his family, and they had a vision to bring 

recalibrated warriors to their new home state of 

Maine so that these warriors could continue their 

recovery and rehabilitation. 

   The Travis Mills Foundation supports post 9/11 

recalibrated veterans and their families through long

-term programs that help these heroic men and 

women overcome physical obstacles, strengthen their 

families, and provide well-deserved rest and relaxa-

tion.  

   We support these veterans through our nationally 

recognized retreat located in the Belgrade Lakes Re-

gion of Maine. Veteran families who have been in-

jured in active duty or as a result of their service to 

our nation receive an all-inclusive, all-expenses paid, 

barrier-free vacation in Maine where they participate 

in adaptive activities, bond with other veteran fami-

lies, and enjoy much-needed rest and relaxation in 

Maine’s outdoors. 



   When veteran families attend our retreat, we pro-

vide the following activities - adaptive and tradi-

tional - to meet their needs: Yoga, Archery, Kayak-

ing, Canoeing, Boating, Fly Fishing, Bass Fishing, 

Guided Fishing Trips, Pottery, Painting, Snowshoe-

ing, Culinary Arts (Cooking Courses, Baking), 

Guest Chefs, Martial Arts (Self Defense), Challenge 

Ropes Course, Cycling, Horseback Riding, Shooting 

Sports, Hiking, Golfing, Massage  therapy, and Ice 

Fishing. 

   We thank all our members for their support of 

our Post, our Sons and our Veterans.   

                                    Respectfully Submitted, 

                                   Don Wisnowski,  Commander 

 

 

 

 

 

LEGION RIDERS REPORT 
   Riders / Supporters, 

   The Post 1376 American Legion Riders will con-

tinue with our mission of serving our Veterans and 

our Community.  We look forward for life to get 

back to normal and get rolling again. 

   The Riders would like to thank the Legion, the 

Sons and the Auxiliary for their continued support.   

   Please visit our face-book site or browse the web- 

site:  www.AmericanLegionRiders.net, or National 

@ www.legion.org/riders. or get in touch with us 

at… alrpost1376@gmail.com.   

Ride to Live - Live to Ride! 

                                         For the Good of the Legion, 

                                        Tim Converse, Director 

 

 

    

    

    

    
 

 

 

“There are those who believe something,  

and therefore will tolerate  

nothing; and on the other hand,  

those who tolerate everything, 

because they believe nothing.” 

Robert Browning 
English poet 

(1812-1889) 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Humor 
AN IRISHMAN'S FIRST DRINK  

WITH HIS SON 
  

 

 

 

 

 

   I was reading an article last night about fathers 

and sons, and memories came flooding back to the 

time I took my son out for his first drink. 

Off we went to our local bar, which is only two 

blocks from the house.  

   I got him a Guinness Stout.  He didn't like it – so I 

drank it. 

   Then I got him an Old Style.  He didn't like it ei-

ther, so I drank it. 

   It was the same with the Coors and the Bud. 

   By the time we got down to the Irish whiskey . . . I 

could hardly push the stroller back home. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bert and Ernie are believed to be named  

after Bert the cop and Ernie the taxi driver  

in It’s a Wonderful Life. 

 
This Date in Military History 

 

    

 

 

 

 

   On May 7, 1945, Germany signed an uncondi-

tional surrender at Allied headquarters in Rheims, 

France, ending its role in World War II. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   We would like to wish Terry Tesak, Mickey Nack-

ley and Rand Kennedy a speedy recovery from their 

recent surgeries.  

   Terry is an assistant to Rand who is our Bar Man-

ager and Past Commander of our Post and Mickey 

is our current Sgt. @ Arms on the Executive Board. 

New Hartford American Legion   
 

Happy 245th Birthday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United States Army 
June 14, 1775 

 
 

 

 

 
    

   We would like to recognize Janice Keesler for her 

commitment and dedication with her work as our 

Membership Chairperson. 

   Jan has been in this position for quite some time 

and has done a great job of processing membership 

cards for our Legion members. 

   Jan is a life member and Past President of our La-

dies Auxiliary and the wife of Glen Keesler who is a 

Past Commander of our Post. She also did member-

ship for the Auxiliary where she gained her knowl-

edge in doing this very important job for the Le-

gion. 

   With our American Legion Post being closed with 

this virus, Jan continued to go in and keep doing 

her job. Again Jan, we thank you for all you do for 

us. 

New Hartford American Legion   

 

 

 

 

 

Post Scholarship Report 
   Our Post awards two $1000 scholarships each 

year. One goes to a graduating senior from New 

Hartford High School and one goes to a child or 

grandchild of a Post 1376 member. This includes 

the Auxiliary and SAL as well as the Legion.  

   We will be deciding on our only scholarship win-

ner by the end of this month.  

   We had no one from New Hartford High School 

apply and have two who applied for the child/

grandchild scholarship.  

   We will announce the winner in our first newslet-

ter in September. 

New Hartford American Legion   
 

 

 
 
 

American Legion 
Chicken Barbeque 

   Our American Legion Post will host a Chicken 

Barbeque on June 6, 2020. The menu will consist of 

the following: 

1/2 Baked Chicken 

Salt Potatoes 

Cole Slaw 

Roll 

JUNE 6, 2020 

Serving 11:00 AM-Until Sold Out 

Donation—$11.00 

 

 

 
 
Service Officer’s Report 

   As your Post Service Officer, this is a reminder 

that if any Veteran has any concerns about Veter-

ans Affairs and their rights, please contact me @ 

(315) 725-9871. 

                          Yours in Service, 

                      Dennis Thorp, Post Service Officer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

    

   This is the new membership application form for 

the American Legion. If you know of someone who 

may be interested in joining, cut this form out for 

them. 

   Dues are currently $45.00, checks can be made 

out to New Hartford American Legion Post 1376 

and they can mail it along with a copy of their 

DD214 discharge papers to:  

New Hartford American Legion 

                8616 Clinton St. 

                New Hartford, NY  13413-3400 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
   We currently have 624 members paid so far, in-

cluding 40 new members. This gives us 91% of our 

quota of 682.  

Cut Along Dotted Line 

NOTICE  PLEASE READ!! 
   "If you pay your Legion membership online, you 

will have to send the Post membership person 

proof that you paid your dues. There is a receipt 

at the bottom of your online confirmation to send 

to the Post. I cannot send your membership card 

until I receive this confirmation. Please send this 

in as soon as possible." 

   This is a reminder that the 2019 Membership 

Cards have expired. The new 2020 cards are now 

out. You can renew your dues anytime. Our dues 

are now $45.00. Please note that if  you receive a 

renewal notice from National and you have paid 

your 2020 dues, just disregard the notice and 

throw it away. If you are not sure you have paid 

your dues, just check your membership card, if it 

says 2020 on it, you are paid. Thank You. 

   As always we truly appreciate your continued 

support of our Post and we look forward to your 

continued support in the future.                                

                             Respectfully Submitted, 

                        Janet Keesler & Dick Fountain 
                            Post Membership Chairpersons 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW HARTFORD AMERICAN LEGION  
POST 1376 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                              
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAPS 
New Hartford American Legion Post 1376 

regrets to report that the following member has left us: 

 

DAVID MURPHY 

 

GRANT HIM ETERNAL REST O’LORD 

 
 

LEGION COMMANDER 

Ermelindo “Junior” Laracuente 
AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

Monica Lawendowski 

SAL COMMANDER 

Don Wisnowski 
RIDERS DIRECTOR 

Tim Converse 


