NEW HARTFORD POST 1376
THE AMERICAN LEGION

The AH1 Cobra Gunship
“The Snake”
8616 Clinton St
New Hartford, NY 13413-3400
(315)736-7041
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DATES

Hours of Operation:
Monday-Thursday
11:00 AM-11:00 PM
Friday-Saturday
11:00 AM-12:00 AM
Sunday
12:00 PM-11:00 PM

2nd-Labor Day
3rd-Auxiliary Meeting-6:30PM
4th-Executive Board Meeting-6:30PM
4th-SAL Meeting-7:00PM
15th-Post Golf Tournament @
Stonebridge Golf Course
Registration-7:00 AM—Tee Off-8:00AM
15th-Legion Riders Meeting-12:15PM
15th-Sunday Morning Breakfast
Serving 8:00AM to 11:30AM
16th-Oneida County Legion Meeting @
Lee Center Post 1794 Lee Center-7:00PM
18th-U.S. Air Force Birthday-1947
18th-Post Membership Meeting-6:30PM
19th-Post Color Guard Meeting-6:00PM
21st-Legion Golf Outing @ Stonebridge GC
Registration 7:00AM—Tee off @ 8:00AM

“THE FRIENDLY POST”

Lunches Served Daily
Monday-Friday
11:00 AM-2:00 PM

Friday Fish Fry
Served Weekly
4:00 -8:00 PM

*****PROUDLY SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS*****

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE
I’d like to thank everyone in our Post for your support to me as your new Commander. Let me begin
by saying these are exciting and challenging times
ahead of us. I am supporting the “Legion Family”
concept in our post and in doing so I am encouraging
Legion Family events such as our successful $1 hotdog sales on Tuesday afternoons for the summer.
As September is upon us we will plan more events
to bring members together to our Post. I’m looking
forward to working with our Legion family partners,
Sons, Auxiliary, and our Legion Riders.
For the Good of the Legion,
Junior Laracuente, Post Commander

AUXILIARY NEWS
The next meeting of the Auxiliary will take place
on Tuesday, September 3rd starting at 6:30 PM and
we welcome all new members to attend.
We welcome everyone back and look forward to
our upcoming year .
Congratulations to Commander Junior
Laraquente, Donnie Wisnowski and Tim Converse
on their elections.
The new 2020 Membership Cards are in. Our dues
remain at $25.00. Dues can be sent to Krystal Hodge
20 Abbey Rd. Whitesboro, NY 13492. They may also
be left at the Post in the Auxiliary mailbox in the
Lounge. If there are any questions please call me @
(315) 725-2678. Please talk to your relatives and
friends and have them join. We have activities
throughout the year and always welcome new faces.
We regret to report the passing of our good friend
and sister, Janice Hurley. Details on her passing and
what she meant to us are found later in this newsletter.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
th

Sept 15 from 11am – Until Sold Out - Chicken
BBQ and Bottle/Can Drive, details are found later in

this newsletter.
Please let our Chaplain, Mary Rogalski @ (315)
797-9250 know of any Auxiliary member that is sick
at home or convalescing elsewhere. Also, please let
her know when one of our sisters has passed.
The New Hartford Auxiliary Unit 1376 would like
to welcome the following new members to our Unit.
Please Welcome: Dawn M Creaco, Deborah A. Jones
and Teresa P. Sloan.
Please pray for our service men and women and
continue to support our veterans.
Respectfully Submitted,
Monica Lawendowski, President

SONS OF THE LEGION REPORT
The next meeting of the Son’s will be held on
Wednesday, September 4th starting at 7:00 PM.
Be on the lookout for your dues renewal letter.
You will notice that our dues have increased due to
an increase at the National level. Dues are now
$30.00. These will not be sent out all at once to make
processing easier. If you have not received a notice
by October 1st please put your name and address in
the SAL mailbox at the Post.
You can pay your dues by mail to Bob Byrd, 4 Foxcroft Rd. New Hartford, N.Y. 13413 or you can drop
them off at the Post in the SAL mailbox located in
the Lounge. If you pay by check, make it out to SAL
Post 1376. If you pay by cash, please enclose your
name and address with your payment. As always, the
Sons thank you for your support of our veterans and
our Post.
On Wednesday nights I will accept dues and give
you your card then.
Our Commander, Don Wisnoski accepted a plaque
from the Vietnam veterans for our continued support. Also the Sons picked up dues for active military
members for the coming year for our American Legion Post.
The Queen of Hearts is up and running. Come and
support your Post and win a few dollars. The money
is used to support the Post and our SAL scholarship.
Respectfully Submitted,
Bob Byrd, Adjutant

New Hartford American Legion’s
Friday Night Fish Fry Dinner
Returns Starting September 20, 2019
Congratulations to Bob Byrd and his High School
Track & Field Team on a very successful season at
New Hartford High School.
Bob who is a very active member of our SAL
Squadron and holds the office of Adjutant is the Assistant Track & Field coach at New Hartford and
had four boys selected to the All-Mohawk Valley All
Stars this year, Josh Farmer, Distance Runner,
Nate Oczkowski, Hurdler, Blake Hobin, High
Jumper and Sei Sei, Long Jump and 4x400 Relay
Team.
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Also Stuffed Haddock!!

Centennial Celebration
New England Clam Chowder

The New Hartford American Legion will celebrate
the American Legion’s 100th Anniversary with a
dinner for our Post 1376 members on Saturday October 26, 2019 from 5:00 to 8:00 PM.
There is no charge for the dinner and there will be
a cash bar available.
Sign up sheets will be at the Bar starting on Monday August 19th.

Also Try Our Mouth Watering
Prime Rib!!

New Hartford American Legion
All dinners served with:

Fresh Garden Salad
Fresh Bread
Coffee & Tea
FROM THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
This is a reminder that if there are any members
who would like to attend any services that we offer
to our members and would like to be on our call list,
let me know by calling me @ 315-736-7419.
This means so much to the family and friends of
members who have left us.
In Service to Our Post,
Don Gossin, Chaplain

Serving
4:00—7:30 PM or Until Sold Out!!

All Are Welcome!!
8616 Clinton St.
New Hartford, NY
315-736-7041

Visit Us @
www.newhartfordamericanlegionpost1376.com

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS REPORT

Jack Irving
U. S. NAVY WORLD WAR II
Below is Post Member Jack Irving’s interview with
a staff writer for the Utica OD for the 75th Anniversary of the D Day Invasion on June 6, 1944.
Jack Irving, a 93-year-old from Utica, dropped out
of high school at 17 in 1943 to join the Marines but
didn’t pass the eye test, so he instead joined the Navy
and was put into the construction battalion, where
he served until 1946.
In between the time he tried to join the Marines
and when he joined the Navy, Irving went to work
up at the base in Rome. He was in the U.S. when the
invasion happened and he thought when he finally
went in he was going to go to Europe, but instead, he
was on standby.
While Irving wasn’t on the beaches during the DDay invasion, he almost was.
“I was attached to the 111th amphibious combat
battalion,” he said. “They had just come back, they
had hit Omaha beach, the 111th. I missed it. They
were only there for the invasion and 30 days, then
they came home. Then they picked up replacements
and I was one of them.”
Irving said when he heard about D-Day he thought
the war was over and knew he wouldn’t have to go
invade Japan because of it, which was the plan until
the U.S. dropped the atomic bombs.
“I thought when the invasion happened, there
would be peace all over,” he said. “It didn’t dawn on
me until later that we still had to fight Japan.”
Jack is a Past Commander of our Post and is currently an Executive Committeeman on the Executive
Board.
Jack, Thank You for your service to our country.
Submitted by Fred Williams PC

The next meeting of the Riders is September 15th
starting @ 12:15 PM.
The Post 1376 American Legion Riders are having
another active season. To date, we have been involved in two parades and many other events; in
May we held our Memorial Day Parades, also, that
month we held a ride in to raise money to donate to
the Disabled American Veteran’s Fund. June found
us doing the Vietnam Run up to Mexico and Lake
Ontario for the Vietnam Get-together, donations for
that event were delivered to a Vietnam Veteran’s
Get-together Fund at the source in Mexico, NY. Another ride at the end of June wrapped that month
up.
July’s ride took us around the back roads of CNY
toward Syracuse to raise funds to be donated to the
American Legion Legacy Fund. August is our Cooperstown Ride to be donated to the local Utica chapter of Feed-Our-Vets. The September ride is usually
allocated for the Utica Development Center, helping
house homeless Veterans. A ride for October will be
to raise funds for a selected community charity,
TBD. And finally, on Veteran’s Day, you will find us
in the Whitesboro Veteran’s Day Parade.
The New Hartford American Legion Riders will
continue in our eleven year history of service to
American Veterans and their interests.
A big thank you to all of the ALR officers, great
work as usual, they keep things rolling smoothly.
Also, a special thank you to our Supporters for all of
the help that they do to keep this chapter going,
couldn’t ask for a better group.
We would like to also thank the Sons of the American Legion for their generous donations to all of our
Veteran’s and Community Rides this year.
You can check us out on facebook, or on the web
@ www.AmericanLegionRiders.net or national at
www.legion.org/riders … or get in touch with us at
our new email… alrpost1376@gmail.com.
For the Good of the Legion,
Tim Converse, Director

National Purple Heart Day Ceremony

Pictured above is the New Hartford American Legion Color Guard presenting Colors at the National
Purple Heart Ceremony at the Adirondack Bank
Janice Hurley
Center at the Utica Memorial Auditorium on August It is with great sadness that we had to say goodbye
7th.
to one of our most cherished members, Janice Hurley who passed away on May 19th.
Janice was a member for over 15 years and was
active as an officer in the Auxiliary in charge of
membership. She put her heart and soul in doing this
difficult job pushing to get 100% every year. Janice
was also active as a member of our Post Color
Guard. She was also a Supporter for the Legion Riders. We will miss her smile and her laughter.

New Hartford American Legion
Ladies Auxiliary

Flag Day 2019
On June 14th our Post Color Guard took part in
the annual Flag Day Ceremonies in Utica.
Above is a picture of some of the Color Guard
Members who were there.
Top from the left: Shelia Ryan, Joann Koberstein,
Dick Fountain. Bottom from the left: Kathy Converse, Gail Leuthauser and Joanne Fountain

New Evening
Kitchen Hours
NEW EVENING KITCHEN HOURS!

View Obituary

NEW HARTFORD AMERICAN LEGION
2019 SCHOLORSHIP WINNERS
Our Post awards two $1000 Scholarships each
year. One goes to a graduating senior from New
Hartford High School and one goes to a child or
grandchild of a Post 1376 member. This includes the
Auxiliary, the SAL as well as the Legion.
The following students were the winners of our
scholarship program:
NEW HARTFORD HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT
JULIANO MACERA
21 S Hills Drive New Hartford, NY

Check out the full menu at the Bar!!
WEDNESDAY 5:00 PM—9:00 PM
SATURDAY 11:00 AM—3:00 PM
SUNDAY 4:00 PM—8:00 PM

CHILD/GRANCHILD of a POST MEMBER
AUDREY FOUNTAIN
889 Copperkettle Rd Webster, NY

EARLY BIRD PARTY 2019
Our “Early Bird” Party will be held on Saturday,
November 2nd starting at 5:00 PM.
Sign up sheets will be at the Bar from October 1st
until October 31st. A $10.00 deposit is required when
you sign up. This will be refunded if you attend the
party. The Party will include a Buffet Dinner and
one drink from the Bar, it will be cash bar thereafter. Time will be 5:00 PM for Cocktails and 6:00 PM
for Dinner. There will be door prizes and a 50/50
raffle.

New Hartford American Legion
Executive Board

“If we were to wake up some morning and find
that everyone was the same race, creed, and color,
we would find some other causes for prejudice
by noon.”

GEORGE AIKEN
U.S. Senator
(1892-1984)

THIS DATE IN MILITARY HISTORY

The Battle of Guadalcanal

Happy 72nd Birthday

The United States Air Force
September 18, 1947

On February 2, 1943, the World War II battle of
Guadalcanal in the southwest Pacific ended with an
Allied victory over Japanese forces.

Monthly Humor
The Old Man & the Frog

An old man was walking when he heard a voice
say, “Kiss me and I’ll turn into a beautiful Princess.” The man stopped for a second then started
walking again. For the second time he heard, “Kiss
me and I’ll turn into a beautiful Princess.” He
looked down and saw a frog. Again it said, , “Kiss
me and I’ll turn into a beautiful Princess.” He
picked the frog up and put it in his coat pocket.
As he walked he heard, “Kiss me and I’ll turn into
a beautiful Princess.” He answered, “At my age I’d
rather have a talking frog”.

COLOR GUARD REPORT
The next meeting of the Color Guard will be held
on Thursday, September 19th at 6:00 PM. If there
are changes you will be notified by Chris Voce.
Over the Summer we were very busy with Memorial Day on 5/27, Oneida County Convention at our
Post on 6/8, Flag Day on 6/14 , Honor America Day
Parade in Rome on 7/28, presenting Colors at the
National Purple Heart Day Ceremony on 8/7.
The Guard also conducted services for the following veterans: Edward Berg on 6/3, Bernie Robach on
6/18, John Brunet on 6/28 and Paul Lebert also on
6/28.
On a sad note we said good bye to one of our own
in Janice Hurley who passed away on May 19th. The
Guard was in full force at her service.
The Color Guard has given a total of 181 hours of
service to our American Legion Post and our community.
We are always looking for new faces to join our
Color Guard Family. If anyone is interested please
contact Capt. Dick Fountain, Rd. Cdr. Larry
Winfield or Lt. Duane Clark at the Post @ 315 7367041.
Respectfully Submitted,
Dick Fountain, Captain

&
The New Hartford American Legion Ladies Auxiliary will sponsor a Chicken Barbecue on September
15th from 11:00 AM until Sold Out.
The Chicken will be provided by Jim Spinella and
the Barbecue will consist of 1/2 Chicken, Salt Potatoes, Cole Slaw & Roll. The donation is $11.00.
We will also have our Bottle & Can Drive to benefit Feed Our Vets.
You may leave your clean bottles & cans prior to
day of the Drive by the gazebo.
We will also be accepting dry and canned food
the day of our Drive.
We Thank You in advance for your continued
support.

New Hartford American Legion
Ladies Auxiliary

JOHN D. HERTZ Sr.
1879-1961
In the early 1920s, taxicab company owner John
Hertz (who would later go on to start a rental car
business) funded a University of Chicago study to
determine which color in the spectrum was most visible from a far distance.
When the answer came back “yellow,” he had all
of the cars in his fleet painted exactly that, beginning
a tradition that would catch on nationwide, and
carry over to school buses and traffic signs.

Legion Act

Department Convention

Signed Into Law

Oneida County Marches in
Department Parade

President Donald J. Trump signs S. 504, the Let
Everyone Get Involved in Opportunities for National Service (LEGION) Act Tuesday, July 30, Pictured above is the Oneida County Legionaries
marching in the Department Parade in Buffalo on
2019, in the Oval Office of the White House.
July 19th.
In a significant legislative victory for The Ameri- Those from New Hartford Post are Duane Clark,
can Legion, President Trump signed a bill July 30 Glen Kessler and Fred Williams.
that declares the United States has been in a state
of war since Dec. 7, 1941.
The American Legion sought the declaration as a
way to honor approximately 1,600 U.S. service
members who were killed or wounded during previously undeclared periods of war.
The LEGION Act (Let Everyone Get Involved In
Opportunities for National Service Act) also opens
the door for approximately 6 million veterans to
access American Legion programs and benefits for
which they previously had not been eligible.
“Recognizing the service of these wartime veterans is the right thing do and it is long overdue,”
National Commander Brett Reistad said. “The
families of those who were killed or wounded during these wartime acts should take pride in knowing that we recognize their sacrifice and service.
Moreover, we are proud to welcome any of the six
million living veterans from the previously unrecognized periods into our organization and call
them ‘Legionnaires.’
Now that the legislation has been signed, The
American Legion’s eligibility criteria immediately
changes from seven war eras to two: April 6, 1917,
to Nov. 11, 1918, and Dec. 7, 1941 to a time later
determined by the federal government. No other
restrictions to American Legion membership are
changed.
This important legislation opens the door for our
American Legion Post to significantly increase our
membership strength. We can all be recruiters and
do our part to help out. Please talk to anyone you
may know who is now eligible to join us.

NEWSLETTER ON LINE
Please help us in controlling our mailing expenses.
Most of you have a computer and you can get your
newsletter online and it is VERY easy to do.
Search for New Hartford American Legion Post
1376. The search should give 2 results, the Facebook
link, the other is the website …it will say New Hartford American Legion Post 1376 the Friendly Post.
Click on that and it will bring you to the Legion’s
website. In the options section click on newsletter
and the month you would like to view. That’s all
there is to it. You don’t even have to print it as it is
there to refer to whenever you want. By doing this
you will be saving the Post the major expense of
printing and mailing.
For those that prefer to have the newsletter sent to
their e-mail address all you have to do is send your email address to Fred Williams at my e-mail address:
pegwill19@cs.com and I will have your address
added to the list.
If you know of anyone who gets their newsletter by
US Mail and now have a computer or access to one
let them know about this and we can take them off of
the mailing list thus saving us the expense of mailing
their newsletter out to them. Thank You.
Fred Williams PC, Newsletter Editor

The winning player need not be present to win.
Should the owner of the ticket drawn not be present
a volunteer will select the card.
Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Brucato, Manager

QUEEN OF HEARTS UPDATE
The hunt for the Queen started back up on August
1st with the first drawing held on Wednesday, August
7th. The “Queen” now stands @ $658 with 51 cards
left.
The drawing for the “Queen” is held every Wednesday at 8:15 PM.
You can purchase tickets any day at the Bar and at
the SAL table Wednesdays in the Lounge.
All Post 1376 members and bona fide guests over
the age of 18 may play The Queen of Hearts.
One ticket will be drawn each week; except the first
and twenty-sixth week, when three will be drawn, until the Queen of Hearts is found.
Tickets will be a series of two part-sequentially
numbered raffle tickets. TICKETS WILL COST
$1.00 EACH, and you may purchase as many tickets
as you wish. Each player shall write their name and
phone number and card number you would like selected if you are not present at the drawing on the
Posts part of the ticket, which shall be deposited into
the raffle box.
The purchasing player shall retain the other portion
of the ticket as a receipt for verification purposes.
The player holding the winning ticket stub shall
be declared the winner of the drawing and shall be
entitled to “Search for the Queen of Hearts”.
Each winner shall select one of the facedown playing cards, which shall be turned over by the member
in charge. If the card turned over is the Queen of
Hearts, the holder of the winning ticket selecting that
card shall be awarded 60% of the grand prize pool. If
the card selected is not the Queen of Hearts, the card
shall be defaced and be returned to the game board
face up.
The player drawing a card other than the Queen of
Hearts shall be awarded a cash prize valued according to the following schedule:
CARD DRAWN
PAYOUT
ANY 2,3,4, 5 OR 6
$10
ANY 7,8, OR 9
$15
ANY 10, Jack or King
$20
ANY Ace
$30
ANY Joker
$100
ANY Queen other than Hearts
$50

The New Hartford American Legion will host our
Sunday Morning Breakfast on September 15th
from 8 AM to 1130 AM at the Post. The menu will
be:
Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage
Hash, Sausage Gravy, Home Fries
Pancakes, French Toast
Toast, Coffee, Tea, Orange Juice
Fruit Cocktail
Donation:
Adults: $10.00
Children 5-12: $5.00
Children under 5-Free

From Our Post Caterer

Sam Tantillo

Our Post Caterer, Sam Tantillo will cater all private functions. A menu is available at the Bar with
several options to choose from.
To book your special event, please contact Sam at
315-749-3853. Thank You.
Sam Tantillo, Post Caterer

POST LOTTERY REPORT
LOTTERY NUMBERS
JUNE 2019

that has not remarried, father, mother, son, daughter, sister, or brother. Persons fitting one of these
two categories can request military records online
from the eVetRecs Website. Be sure to read all instructions before beginning the request process.
If you are not the veteran or next of kin, you must
complete the Standard Form 180 (SF 180). You must
then mail it or fax it to the appropriate address on
the form. Or you can call the Veterans Administration office in your local area.

DATE/NUMBER
1/325 2/341 3/418 4/987 5/199 6/224 7/939 8/290
9/545 10/874 11/940 12/016 13/371 14/650 15/560
16/585 17/627 18/700 19/711 20/695 21/058 22/369
23/337 24/237 25/478 26/811 27/325 28/205 29/799
30/392

JULY 2019
DATE/NUMBER
1/738 2/757 3/191 4/429 5/501 6/916 7/712 8/482
9/764 10/440 11/308 12/307 13/906 14/134 15/345
16/686 17/026 18/176 19/738 20/247 21/877 22/734
23/288 24/821 25/592 26/022 27/582 28/109 29/693
30/173 31/511
Disclaimer: Every effort is made to accurately report
these numbers. The official numbers are those recorded on the Post Lottery Payment Log Book by
the Fund Raiser Chairman. The Post will not be responsible for typos in the newsletter.
Respectfully Submitted,
Terry Johnson PC, Lottery Chairman

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Our next membership meeting will be on Wednesday, September 18th starting at 6:30 PM.
We currently have 345 members paid so far, which
includes 4 new members. This gives us 49% of our
quota of 695.
The new 2020 membership cards are in and you
can pay your dues anytime.. By being paid up you
will remain continuous and retain all of your privileges. Dues are now $45.00. Thank You.

NOTICE PLEASE READ!!

"If you pay your Legion membership online, you
will have to send the Post membership chairperson
proof that you paid your dues. There is a receipt at
the bottom of your online confirmation to send to the
Post. I cannot send your membership card until I
receive this confirmation. Please send this in as soon
as possible."
New Hartford American Legion Post 1376 would
like to welcome the following new members to our
Post. Please welcome: Sherman F. Jones Jr., Ron Miazga, Larry Zegarelli and Cheryl A. Valeriano.
As always, we truly appreciate your continued support of our Post and we look forward to your continued support in the future.
OBTAING DD-214 FORMS
Respectfully Submitted,
We had several inquires about how to obtain a
Janet Keesler & Dick Fountain
copy of service records, namely the DD-214 form
Post Membership Chairpersons
(discharge papers) that is required when joining the
American Legion. Below is one way to obtain a DD214.
The DD-214 can now be requested online, but
ONLY BY: A military veteran, or next of kin of a
deceased, former member of the military. The next
of kin can be any of the following: surviving spouse

NEW HARTFORD AMERICAN LEGION
POST 1376

Junior Laracuente

Don Wisnowski

POST COMMANDER

SAL COMMANDER

Monica Lawendowski

Tim Converse

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

LEGION RIDERS DIRECTOR

TAPS
New Hartford American Legion Post 1376
regrets to report that the following members have left us:
BERNARD ROBACK
PAUL E. LEBERT
LAWRENCE J. LEWICKI
FRANCIS J. KLOSTER
ALEX P. DUDAJEK
JOHN T. BRUNET
FREDERICK J. KOPYT
GRANT THEM ETERNAL REST O’LORD

