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THE AMERICAN LEGION

The AH1 Cobra Gunship
“The Snake”
8616 Clinton St
New Hartford, NY 13413-3400
(315)736-7041
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DATES
1st-New Years Day Post will open at 3:00 PM
2nd-Executive Board Meeting-6:30 PM
2nd-SAL Meeting-7:00 PM
8th-Auxiliary Meeting-6:30 PM
8th– Tuesday Night Dinner
Serving 5:00—8:00 PM
16th-Post Membership Meeting-6:30 PM
17th-Post Color Guard Meeting-6:00 PM
20th-Sunday Morning Breakfast
Serving 8:00 AM-12:00 PM
21st-Oneida County Legion Meeting @
Whitestown Post 1113– 7:00 PM
25th-27th-Mid Winter Conference-Albany

“THE FRIENDLY POST”

Lunches Served Daily
Monday-Friday
11:00 AM-2:00 PM

Hours of Operation:
Monday-Thursday
11:00 AM-11:00 PM
Friday-Saturday
11:00 AM-12:00 AM
Sunday
12:00 PM-11:00 PM

Friday Fish Fry
Served Weekly
4:00 -8:00 PM

*****PROUDLY SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS*****

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE
Welcome to 2019!! I hope everyone had a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. This new
year brings some new things and the return of a past
event. As far as the return goes, the monthly Tuesday Night Dinner returns on the second Tuesday of
the month (actually it started last month). You can
learn more about it further into this newsletter.
Hopefully we can get a lot of support from our members to make this (and the Friday Fish Fry) a big
success so we can continue to offer these great meals.
We also have a new Public Relations Director, her
name is Joann Koberstein. I'm sure she is going to be
a great asset and will come up with some great ideas
as she is very enthusiastic ( she actually makes the
Energizer Bunny look like a couch potato ).
Some new things, although not always popular, are
necessary. Back some months ago we had to raise the
evening meal prices due to the increase in food costs.
Well due to the same reasons we had to increase the
prices on the lunch menu (these have not changed in
quite awhile). We hope you continue to enjoy our
lunches and if you haven't stopped for lunch please
do, our cook Jane Miller puts on a delicious daily
special along with the regular menu.
Another change, our annual dues will rise to $45.00
starting with the 2019-2020 Legion year. In the past
we were paying $40.00 and we would receive a refund from what was left of the $40.00 after Oneida
County, Department of New York and National
American Legion took their share. After this year we
will no longer receive this refund, thus the reason for
having to raise dues. We hope we have your understanding in this important matter.
I would like to thank everyone that has renewed
your dues. At this time we are over 80% of our quota
which is very good. We do appreciate every ones
support.
We, the Executive Board and myself, continue to
review and put our heads together to keep your Legion Post a successful and enjoyable experience.
Back in September of 2017 we voted to have only
one Board making decisions that would govern our
American Legion and the business end of our Post.
In January 2018 we received approval from Oneida
County and The Department of New York on these

revisions. Many of these revisions had to do with job
descriptions and who is responsible for what. The
two main changes is we now have a Bar Manager
and Assistant Bar Manager instead of a Business
Manager and a Post Stewart.
Rand Kennedy has been hired as Bar Manager and
Terry Tesak will be the Assistant Bar Manager.
Terry will report to the Bar Manager and the Bar
Manager will report to the Executive Board.
Again thank you for all of your support in 2018 and
looking forward to seeing you in 2019.
Keep our service men and women in your prayers.
For the Good of the Legion,
Rand Kennedy, Post Commander

AUXILIARY NEWS
The next meeting of the Auxiliary will take place
on Tuesday, January 8, 2019 starting at 6:30 PM and
we welcome all new members to attend.
If you haven’t paid your 2018 dues please do so
soon as the new 2019 membership cards are now in.
Our dues remain at $25.00. Dues can be sent to
Janice Hurley at 1904 Redfield Ave, Utica, NY
13502. They may also be left at the Post in the Auxiliary mailbox in the Lounge if there are Any questions call Janice Hurley @ 315-735-2366.
Please let our Chaplain, Mary Rogalski @ (315)
797-9250 know of any Auxiliary member that is sick
at home or convalescing elsewhere. Also, please let
her know when one of our sisters has passed.
Please pray for our service men and women and
continue to support our veterans.
Respectfully Submitted,
Monica Lawendowski, President

SONS OF THE LEGION REPORT
The next meeting of the Son’s will be held on
Wednesday, January 2nd starting at 7:00 PM.

The SAL dues remain at $25.00. If you haven’t
paid your 2018 dues please get them in soon as the
new 2019 cards are in. You can leave your dues in
the S A L Mailbox at the Post or send them to Bob
Byrd, 4 Foxcroft Rd. New Hartford, N.Y. 13413. If
you pay by check, make it out to SAL Post 1376. If
you pay by cash, please enclose your name and address with your payment.

The Utica College Women's Softball Team
Pictured above is the Utica College Women’s Softball Team. From the left: Sara Stransky, Hayley
Fredericks, Gabby Caccamo, Jane Field and Emma
Rousseau. The team is coached by Pat Mineo, who is
a SAL Member of Post 1376.

The Sons were out in full force this past month. We
gave out 76 blankets to the Masonic Home, 17 blankets went to the Pines with Past Post Commander,
Dick Goff and staff helping. Also 32 blankets went to
the St. Luke's home.
Throughout this year with the Legion Riders support the SAL has donated 159 blankets to local veterans in the area. Both the Riders and the Sons are
very proud to represent New Hartford American Legion Post 1376 and our support of our veterans.
As always, the Sons thank you for your support of
our veterans and our Post.
Respectfully Submitted,
Don Wisnowski, Commander

Thank You too, Santa & Mrs. Claus and your
Helpers, (and you know who you are), you were a big
hit with the kids at their party.
Our Post Color Guard was in full force at the Veteran’s Christmas Party as usual, with their salute to
each veteran as they entered the Post and helped
them to their seats.

Gary Lawendowski
A Very Special Thank You goes out to Gary
Lawendowski who donated all of the food for both
the Veteran’s and Children’s Christmas Parties.
Gary’s wife is Monica Lawendowski who is the
On behalf of all of us here at New Hartford Ameri- President of our Ladies Auxiliary. Again, Thank
can Legion we extend our heartfelt appreciation to You so much!!
all of our volunteers who helped make our Veteran’s
New Hartford American Legion Post 1376
and Children’s Christmas Parties a huge success!
Along with Commander Rand Kennedy, Junior
Laracuente, Mickey Nackley, Aaron Starczewski
and Vic Gazzilli who helped cook and prepare the
food, and the Ladies Auxiliary who shopped for,
wrapped, passed out presents, helped serve lunch
and clean up after for both parties. Also the Utica
College Women’s Softball Team for their help with
both parties, we can’t say Thank You enough, you’re
the greatest.!!
rans
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NEW POST PUBLIC
RELATIONS DIRECTOR

The Rome Chapter of the Marine Corps League,
myself and the many happy children in Oneida
County thank Post 1376 for the generous contributions to the 2018 Toys For Tots Collection.
Each year our Legion surpasses the expectations of
the Marine Corps League and brings a smile to
many little faces.
Joann Koberstein
Thank You All and we wish everyone a belated
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
We would like to introduce and welcome Joann
Respectfully,
Koberstein as our Public Relations Director for our
Bob Rothdiener USMC
Post. Joann is a member of our Ladies Auxiliary,
and also a member of our Legion Riders and serves
as their secretary.
Joann kindly volunteered to help us with the promotion of various activities that go on through out
the year here at our American Legion Post.
If anyone has any information for Joann, she can
be contacted by e-mail at jokoberstein@gmail.com
or by phone at (315) 527-5806 or you can text her
number. Thank You.

New Hartford American Legion Post 1376

Ed Wojnas

BOY SCOUT REPORT
A special shout out this month to the Sons of the
Legion for their generous monetary contribution just
before Christmas to help offset this year's Troop 4
Treasury monetary short fall as Boy Scout expenses
continue to rise.
We hope all Legion Post #1376 members had a
Happy & Healthy Christmas Season & you all have
our best wishes for the year 2019.
Yours in Scouting,
Rick Watkajtys, Post Scout Chairman

We would like to wish Legionnaire Ed Wojnas a
Very Happy 95th Birthday. Ed turned 95 on December 28, 2018.
Ed is a World War II Navy Veteran and recently
had knee replacement surgery. Ed was expected to
return home on December 5th.
For many years Ed bowled for our Post in the
Oneida County American Legion Traveling League,
and was a very good bowler, too. Who knows, with
his new knee he may be able to bowl again.
We wish Ed a speedy recovery and hope to see you
up to the Post soon.
Submitted By,
Fred Williams PC

As was mentioned last month we said we would
publish eligibility requirements for joining the
American Legion, the Auxiliary and the Sons, these
requirements are listed below.
As with many American Legion Posts we have seen
a sharp decline in membership.
Its’ not because there are very few eligible veterans
out there, on the contrary, there are quite a few. We
just need to find them and let them know they are
eligible to join and explain the role that the American Legion plays for its’ veterans and their families.
Even if they are on active duty they can still join as
long as they receive an honorable separation from
active duty when they complete their service time.
Just take a look at the last service era that is listed
below. Eligibility started on August 2, 1990 and is
still ongoing, that’s over twenty-eight years!
Its’ the beginning of a new year so let us all work
together and help build a strong membership by getting these veterans introduced to the American Legion and the programs and benefits available to
them.

SONS OF THE LEGION ELIGIBILITY
SAL members include males of all ages whose parents, step parents or grandparents served in the U.S.
military and were eligible for American Legion
membership. Membership age eligibility begins with
the date of birth. Although the Sons has its own
membership, the organization is not a separate entity. Rather, SAL is a program of The American Legion. Many Legionnaires hold dual membership in
SAL.

LADIES AUXILIARY ELIGIBILITY

A woman who is eligible for membership in The
American Legion is also eligible to join the American
Legion Auxiliary. The woman may be a member of
the American Legion Auxiliary without being a
member of the American Legion. However, her female relatives cannot be members of the American
Legion Auxiliary unless she is a member of the
American Legion. The mother, wife, daughter, sister,
grand-daughter, great-grand-daughter or grandmother of members of The American Legion and deceased veterans who served in the United States
LEGION ELIGIBILITY
Armed Forces during the listed war eras. Step relaTo be eligible for membership in The American tives are also eligible. The Auxiliary have the same
Legion you will have had to serve at least one day on eligibility dates as the Legion.
active duty during any of the dates listed below in
any branch of military service. A DD214 separation
paper is required along with your application when
joining showing that you honorably served.
ELIGIBILITY DATES:
Dec. 7, 1941 - Aug. 15, 1945 Merchant Marines
Membership dues for the Legion, Auxiliary and Sons
(only eligibility)
are as follows:
Dec. 7, 1941 - Dec. 31, 1946 (World War II)
June 25, 1950 - Jan. 31, 1955 (Korean War)
LEGION-$40.00
Feb. 28, 1961 - May 7, 1975 (Vietnam War)
AUXILIARY-$25.00
Aug. 24, 1982 - July 31, 1984 (Lebanon/Grenada)
SONS-$25.00
Dec. 20, 1989 - Jan. 31, 1990 (Panama)
Due to a increase in the portion of dues that we
Aug. 2, 1990 - to the date of cessation of hostilities
as determined by the Government of the United pay to the American Legion Department of New
York, we will have to raise the dues for the Legion to
States (Gulf War/War on Terrorism)
$45.00 starting with the 2019-2020 Legion year.

*

*

New Hartford American Legion’s
Friday Night Fish Fry Dinner
Featuring

OBTAING DD-214 FORMS
We had several inquires about how to obtain a
copy of service records, namely the DD-214 form
(discharge papers) that is required when joining the
American Legion. Below is one way to obtain a DD214.
The DD-214 can now be requested online, but
ONLY BY: A military veteran, or next of kin of a
deceased, former member of the military. The next
of kin can be any of the following: surviving spouse
that has not remarried, father, mother, son, daughter, sister, or brother. Persons fitting one of these
two categories can request military records online
from the eVetRecs Website. Be sure to read all instructions before beginning the request process.
If you are not the veteran or next of kin, you must
complete the Standard Form 180 (SF 180). You
must then mail it or fax it to the appropriate address on the form. Or you can call the Veterans Administration office in your local area.
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Fish Fry
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Also Stuffed Haddock!!

New England Clam Chowder

Also Try Our Mouth Watering
Prime Rib!!

THIS DATE IN MILITARY HISTORY

HIDEKI TOJO
On November 23, 1948, former Japanese premier
Hideki Tojo and six other Japanese war leaders
were executed in Tokyo.

All dinners served with:

Fresh Garden Salad
Fresh Bread
Coffee & Tea
Serving
4:00—8:00 PM

All Are Welcome!!
“The trouble with being punctual is
that nobody’s there to
appreciate it.”

FRANKLIN P. JONES
American journalist-humorist
(1908-1980)

8616 Clinton St.
New Hartford, NY
315-736-7041
Visit Us @
www.newhartfordamericanlegionpost1376.com

Monthly Humor

“Hey Rose”

**TUESDAY NIGHT DINNER**
ROAST TURKEY DINNER
Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Vegetable,
Salad, Rolls, Coffee & Tea
TUESDAY JANUARY 8, 2019
Serving from 5:00—8:00 pm
Donation—$11.00
Inside Dining & Take Out Available
Call (315) 736-7041 or Visit us @
www.newhartfordamericanlegionpost 1376.com

An elderly couple had dinner at another couple's
house, and after eating, the wives left the table and
went into the kitchen.
The two gentlemen were talking, and one said,
'Last night we went out to a new restaurant and it
was really great I would recommend it very much!
The other man said, 'What is the name of the restaurant?'
The first man thought and thought and finally
said, 'What's the name of that flower you give to
someone you love? You know, the one that's red
and has thorns.'
‘Do you mean a rose?'
COLOR GUARD REPORT
'Yes, that's the one,' replied the man. He then
The next meeting of the Color Guard will be held
turned towards the kitchen and yelled, 'Rose, what's
on Thursday, January 17th at 6:00 PM. If there are
the name of that restaurant we went to last night?'
changes you will be notified by Chris Voce.
We are always looking for new faces to join our
Color Guard Family. If anyone is interested please
sday
contact Capt. Nelson Pohoreskey, Rd. Cdr. Larry
2nd Tue nth
o
Winfield or Lt. Duane Clark at the Post @ 315 736M
Of The
7041.
Dinners
The month of December was busy for our Post
Color Guard. We started the month off with our annual service at the New York Mills Pearl Harbor
Day
Ceremony on December 7th. The next day we
Our Post Caterer, Sam Tantillo would like to see
if we can get the 2nd Tuesday of the Month Dinners attended the Post Veterans Christmas Party. As is
our custom, we lined up on both sides of the isle and
going again.
He will pick the most popular dinners that go over saluted each veteran as they entered the Post, and
helped get them seated. On December 15th we had
well and rotate them from month to month.
Sam started last month with “Polish Night” on two services for Wreaths Across America.
December 11th and will start the new year off with To date this year the Color Guard has done over
Roast Turkey on Tuesday January 8, 2019. Details 50 events which translates to over 1000 volunteer
hours to the Legion and community.
on the dinner is found in the next column.
Our hope is that we can do well once again as we We want to thank everyone for their support and a
did in the past. Please consider supporting us as we special thanks to our ladies who serve us at the Bar
try and cater to the needs of our American Legion for their time and patience, they do an awesome job.
Respectfully Submitted,
members and their guests. Thank You.
Larry Winfield, Rd. Commander
New Hartford American Legion Post 1376

The winning player need not be present to win.
Should the owner of the ticket drawn not be present
a volunteer will select the card.
Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Brucato, Manager

QUEEN OF HEARTS UPDATE
As of December 6th the pot for the Queen stands at
$3981 with 39 cards left.
The drawing for the “Queen” is held every Wednesday at 8:15 PM.
You can purchase tickets any day at the Bar and at
the SAL table Wednesdays in the Lounge.
All Post 1376 members and bona fide guests over
the age of 18 may play The Queen of Hearts.
One ticket will be drawn each week; except the first
and twenty-sixth week, when three will be drawn, until the Queen of Hearts is found.
Tickets will be a series of two part-sequentially
numbered raffle tickets. TICKETS WILL COST
$1.00 EACH, and you may purchase as many tickets
as you wish. Each player shall write their name and
phone number and card number you would like selected if you are not present at the drawing on the
Posts part of the ticket, which shall be deposited into
the raffle box.
The purchasing player shall retain the other portion
of the ticket as a receipt for verification purposes.
The player holding the winning ticket stub shall
be declared the winner of the drawing and shall be
entitled to “Search for the Queen of Hearts”.
Each winner shall select one of the facedown playing cards, which shall be turned over by the member
in charge. If the card turned over is the Queen of
Hearts, the holder of the winning ticket selecting that
card shall be awarded 60% of the grand prize pool. If
the card selected is not the Queen of Hearts, the card
shall be defaced and be returned to the game board
face up.
The player drawing a card other than the Queen of
Hearts shall be awarded a cash prize valued according to the following schedule:
CARD DRAWN
PAYOUT
ANY 2,3,4, OR 5
$5.00
ANY 6,7,8, OR 9
$10.00
ANY 10, Jack or King
$20.00
ANY Ace
$30.00
ANY Joker
$40.00
ANY Queen other than Hearts
$50.00

The New Hartford American Legion will host our
Sunday Morning Breakfast on January 20th from 8
AM to 12 PM at the Post. The menu will be:
Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage
Hash, Sausage Gravy, Home Fries
Pancakes, French Toast
Toast, Coffee, Tea, Orange Juice
Fruit Cocktail
Donation:
Adults: $10.00
Children 5-12: $5.00
Children under 5-Free

Warner Communications paid 28 million dollars
for the copyright to the song Happy Birthday,
which was written in 1935!

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS REPORT
The next meeting of the Riders is set for March
2019.
You can check us out on facebook, or on the web
@ www.AmericanLegionRiders.net or national at
www.legion.org/riders … or get in touch with us at
our new email… alrpost1376@gmail.com.
For the Good of the Legion,
Tim Converse, President

POST LOTTERY REPORT
LOTTERY NUMBERS
NOVEMBER 2018

SERVICE OFFICER’S REPORT

As your Post Service Officer, this is a reminder
that if any Veteran has any concerns about Veterans
Affairs and their rights, please contact me @ (315)
DATE/NUMBER
724-5693.
1/610 2/764 3/784 4/411 5/165 6/341 7/556 8/558 9/536
Yours in Service,
10/631 11/394 12/766 13/199 14/124 15/778 16/109
Glenn Keesler, Post Service Officer
17/110 18/300 19/505 20/421 21/959 22/Post Closed
23/670 24/774 25/873 26/012 27/942 28/187 29/527
30/753
Disclaimer: Every effort is made to accurately report these numbers. The official numbers are those
recorded on the Post Lottery Payment Log Book by
the Fund Raiser Chairman. The Post will not be responsible for typos in the newsletter.
2019 Lottery: There is still time to get your Post
MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Fund Raiser tickets in for 2019. Tickets play from
when they are received. You can also, still earn a Our next membership meeting will be on Wednes2020 membership by selling 10 or more tickets or a day, January 16, 2019 starting at 6:30 PM.
free breakfast for selling 5 or more. Our 2018 Fund We currently have 560 members paid so far, which
Raiser has earned almost $5000 for the Post Baseball includes 18 new members. This gives us 80% of our
team and other children and youth activities. Let's quota of 695.
do even better in 2019, so get your ticket in. If you The new 2019 membership cards are in and you
can pay your dues anytime.. By being paid up you
have already turned in your ticket, thank you.
will remain continuous and retain all of your priviRespectfully Submitted,
Terry Johnson PC, Lottery Chairman leges. Dues remain $40.00. Thank You.
NOTICE PLEASE READ!!
"If you pay your Legion membership online, you
will have to send the Post membership chairperson
proof that you paid your dues. There is a receipt at
the bottom of your online confirmation to send to the
Post. I cannot send your membership card until I
receive this confirmation. Please send this in as soon
as possible."
New Hartford American Legion Post 1376 would
FROM THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
like to welcome the following new members to our
This is a reminder that if there are any members
Post. Please welcome: No new members to report.
who would like to attend any services that we offer to
As always, we truly appreciate your continued supour members and would like to be on our call list, let
port of our Post and we look forward to your continme know by calling me @ 315-736-7419.
ued support in the future.
This means so much to the family and friends of
Respectfully Submitted,
members who have left us.
Janet Keesler & Dick Fountain
In Service to Our Post,
Post Membership Chairpersons
Don Gossin, Chaplain

NEW HARTFORD AMERICAN LEGION
POST 1376

Pictured from the Left:
Tim Converse, Riders President;
Monica Lawendowski, Auxillary President;
Rand Kennedy, Legion Commander
Don Wisnowski, SAL Commander

TAPS
New Hartford American Legion Post 1376
regrets to report that the following members have left us:
ROBERT S. WATERBURY
FRANCIS C. ZAKRIS
GRANT HIM ETERNAL REST O’LORD

