NEW HARTFORD POST 1376
THE AMERICAN LEGION

The AH1 Cobra Gunship
“The Snake”
8616 Clinton St.
New Hartford, NY 13413-3400
(315) 736-7041

APRIL

Hours of Operation:
Monday-Saturday
11:00 AM-12:00 AM
Sunday
12:00 PM-12:00 AM

NEWSLETTER
DATES
4th-Auxiliary Meeting-6:30 PM
4th- Board of DirectorsMeeting-6:30 PM
5th-Executive Board Meeting-6:30 PM
5th-SAL Meeting-7:00 PM
8th-Auxiliary’s Wine Tasting Event
6:00-8:30 PM
9th-SAL’s Children’s Easter Party
11:00 AM-1:00 PM
11th-Tuesday Night Dinner
Serving 4:00-7:00 PM
16th-Legion Rider’s Meeting-12:15 PM
17th-Oneida County Legion Meeting @
Western Memorial Post 1846-7:00 PM
19th-Post Membership Meeting-7:00 PM
20th-Post Color Guard Meeting-6:00 PM
22nd-Karaoke Night starting @ 7:00 PM.
23rd-Sunday Morning Breakfast
Serving 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM

2017

“THE FRIENDLY POST”

Lunches Served Daily
Monday-Friday
11:00 AM-2:00 PM

Friday Night Fish Fry
Served Weekly
4:00 PM-7:30 PM

******* PROUDLY SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS *******

AUXILIARY NEWS
COMMANDER’S MESSAGE
Well it’s been quite strange weather we’ve been
having here in New Hartford. It has been hard to tell
if it’s winter, spring or fall. We’ve had it all!
As I’m writing this for the first time that I can remember the Saint Patrick’s Day parade has been
canceled due to extreme weather conditions. I for
one , as a Color Guard member, was glad to hear it
as I wasn’t looking forward to marching in below
zero wind chill. The parade has been rescheduled to
March 25th so come on out and watch your New
Hartford Post 1376 Color Guard march.
But, back to some Legion news. I would like to take
this time to recognize three of our members that
have reached milestones in their Legion membership. Ralph R. Hoffman and Thomas J. Murray have
both achieved 50 continuous years membership and
Bernard W. Bannigan has reached an incredible 70
years of continuous membership in the American
Legion. I have received their certificates and have
ordered their service pins and will mail these out to
them. My sincere congratulations to all of them.
The Queen of Hearts is still going strong so don’t
forget to get your tickets.
By the time this newsletter comes out we would
have had our Legion sponsored breakfast and if all
goes well it will not be our last. I happen to know
that our volunteer cooks are pretty good at this!
Also don’t forget the Wine Tasting Event coming
up on April 8th, sponsored by our Ladies Auxiliary.
A special thanks goes out to the SAL and Ladies
Auxiliary for running these events that help benefit
our Post.
Our next membership meeting will be April 19th at
7:00 pm . Hope to see you there.
For the Good of the Legion,
Rand Kennedy, Post Commander

The next meeting of the Auxiliary will be on Tuesday, April 4th starting at 6:30 PM.
The 2017 membership cards are in. Please contact
Janice Hurley at 735-2366 with any questions. Renewals can be sent to her home at 1904 Redfield
Ave, Utica 13501 or left in the Auxiliary mailbox in
the lounge area (right of the kitchen door). Please
talk to your relatives and friends and have them join.
We have activities throughout the year and always
welcome new faces.
The Oneida County Auxiliary meeting will be held
at New Hartford on April 15th. If any ladies would
like to help, please contact me at 315.723.0504. We
look forward to this meeting every year.
The 4th Annual Wine Tasting Event to benefit the
Sitrin Military Rehab Program will be April 8th from
6-8:30pm. Please see flyers and monitor for more
info. Tickets are $25 and include tastings from about
20 wineries, food and a custom etched wine glass. We
are looking for volunteers to work the day of the
event along with wine donations and sponsorships. If
interested, please contact Monica Lawendowski @
315-723-0504.
Elections are coming up in May. If you are interested in an office, please submit your letter of intention a in the lounge mailbox addressed to President
Monica no later than April 3rd.
We are looking for some projects to do for children
& youth, the community or even the Legion itself.
Please contact me at 315-723-0504 with any ideas
you may have.
Ladies, let us know of any Auxiliary Members who
are sick or in nursing homes. Please contact Janice
Keesler at 724-5693 with any information.
The New Hartford Auxiliary Unit 1376 would like
to welcome the following new members to our Unit.
Please Welcome: Joyce Mancini, Joanne Morse and
Nicole Ferguson.
Please pray for our service men and women and
continue to support our veterans.
Respectfully Submitted,
Monica Lawendowski, President

COLOR GUARD REPORT
The next meeting of the Color Guard will be held on
Thursday, April 20th starting at 6:00 PM.
If there are any changes you will be notified by
Janice Hurley.
With Spring here, things have been fairly quite. We
had the St. Patrick Day Parade canceled and moved to
March 25th.
We had the sad duty of attending the funeral services for the Santiago, Ceplius and Feldman Families.
Our sincere sympathies extended to their families.
At this time we have taken part in 8 Functions with
60 hours of service. As always we are very proud of
this.
All of our events are under the direction of Capt. Nelson Pohoreskey, Rd. Cdr. Larry Winfield, Lt. Duane
Clark.
Respectfully Submitted,
Donald Wisnoski, Historan

New Hartford
American Legion
Presents Our

Serving 4:00 PM-7:30 PM
All Dinners include a Garden Salad &
Fresh Baked Bread

Fresh Haddock
Fried or Baked, Served with a choice of Fries,
Mac Salad, or a Baked Potato

Sea Scallops
Mouth-watering Fresh Sea Scallops, Deep
Fried to a Golden Perfection. Served with a
choice of Fries, Mac Salad, or Baked Potato

Combo Plate
A Full Fish Fry & Scallops Combined

Smaller Combo Plate
CHILDREN’S EASTER PARTY

Half Piece of Haddock
&
Smaller Portion of Scallops

On April 9th the S.A.L. Squadron will host an
Easter Party upstairs at the Post from 11:00 AM to
Chicken Riggies
1:00 PM for the children and grandchildren (10 years
Our Home Town Favorite, Chicken, Peppers, &
and younger) of all Post members.
Onions served in a Thick, Creamy Vodka Sauce,
Lunch and presents will given to the children.
Served Mild or Hot
There is no charge for this and all we ask is
that when you sign up your children or grandchildren
For The Kids
you show an up-to-date Post 1376 membership card.
Chicken Tenders & Fries
A sign up sheet will be at the Bar beginning March
1st. The cut off date will be March 25th.
or
With this being the first time we have done this we
Hot Dog & Fries
hope the children enjoy themselves and the Sons are
Please call ahead for parties of 6 or more.
very happy to give back to the Legion in this way.

New Hartford Sons of the American Legion
Squadron 1376

736-7041

SAL NEWS
The next meeting of the Son’s of Post 1376 will be
held on Wednesday, April 5th starting at 7:00 PM.
We are asking that if you have not renewed your
membership in the Sons to please get your dues in as
soon as possible. The 2017 cards have been in for
some time now. If you are not sure you have paid
your dues, just check your membership card, if it
says 2017 on it you are paid. if not, your dues are
due. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated. Thank You.
Dues remain at $20.00 and can be mailed to: Bob
Byrd, 4 Foxcroft Rd., New Hartford, NY 13413 or
put them in the SAL mailbox at the Post. Checks for
dues can be made payable to SAL Post 1376.
PLEASE NOTE; If you pay by cash, ask for a receipt and make sure your name is on the envelope.
Also, if your address has changed please let me know
so we can be sure you will receive your newsletter.
Respectfully Submitted,
Robert Byrd, Adjutant

POST LOTTERY REPORT
FEBRUARY 2017
LOTTERY NUMBERS
DATE/NUMBER
1/940 2/993 3/353 4/348 5/027 6/403 7/988 8/783
9/139 10/437 11/578 12/120 13/068 14/544 15/395
16/676 17/507 18/716 19/116 20/944 21/881 22/078
23/875 24/870 25/023 26/122 27/544 28/539
Disclaimer: Every effort is made to accurately report these numbers. The official numbers are those
recorded on the Post Lottery Payment Log Book by
the Fund Raiser Chairman. The Post will not be responsible for typos in the newsletter.
Respectfully Submitted,
Terry Johnson PC, Lottery Chairman

THIS DATE IN MILITARY HISTORY
On February 19, 1945, Operation Detachment began during World War II as some 30,000 U.S. Marines began landing on Iwo Jima, where they began a
successful month-long battle to seize control of the
island from Japanese forces.

*****APRIL’S*****
**TUESDAY NIGHT DINNER**
BAKED HAM
Scalloped Potatoes
Salad, Rolls, Coffee & Tea
Tuesday, April11, 2017
Serving from 4:00—7:00 pm
Donation—$12.00
Inside Dining & Take Out Available
Call 736-7041
Visit us @
www.newhartfordamericanlegionpost 1376.com

“Love is an irresistible desire
to be irresistibly desired.”

ROBERT FROST
American poet
(1874-1963)

Monthly Humor

ONEIDA COUNTY GOLF REPORT

Attention Golfers: The Oneida County American
Legion Golf League begins play in late April.
Our annual organizational meeting will be held at
New Hartford Post 1376 on Monday, March 27th
starting @ 7:00PM.
Any interested golfers are welcome to attend or
A PARAPROSDOKIAN is a figure of speech in they can call Terry Johnson @ 315-797-8660 or
which the latter part of a sentence is unexpected - and Trevor Wheeler @ 315-269-7854 for more informaoft times humorous:
tion.
1. I find it ironic that the colors red, white, and blue
Terry Johnson PC, Post Golf Chairman
stand for freedom, until they're flashing behind you.
2. Artificial intelligence is no match for natural stupidity.
3. I'm great at multi-tasking--I can waste time, be
unproductive, and procrastinate all at once.
4. Take my advice — I'm not using it.
5. Hospitality is the art of making guests feel like
they're at home when you wish they were.
6. Ever stop to think and forget to start again?
7. Women spend more time wondering what men
are thinking than men spend thinking.
8. Is it wrong that only one company makes the
game Monopoly?
9. I was going to give him a nasty look, but he already had one.
10. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
11. I was going to wear my camouflage shirt today,
but I couldn't find it.
12. Sometimes I wake up grumpy; other times I let
him sleep.
13. No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll
still be stationery.

FREDERIC
(1834-1904)

Scholarship applications are due by April 1st.
You should receive this newsletter before the end of
March so you should have time to get them in.

CHARLOTTE
(1801-1891)

While his wife spent long hours posing for the figure, the model for the face of the Statue of Liberty
was Charlotte Bartholdi, mother of the French
sculptor Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi, who designed
it.

LEGION RIDERS REPORT
The American Legion Riders was formed to promote the aims and purposes of the American Legion
Post #1376.
Brothers and Sisters include members of the Legion, the Auxiliary and the Sons of the American Legion. Our meetings are usually held on the third
Sunday of each month at 12:15. (A ride or some
other activity follows at 1:00).
Any proceeds from the above are donated directly
to a Veteran’s cause or other researched legitimate
community charity.
The March meeting was held on Sunday, March
19th ,and the April meeting will be held on Sunday,
April 16th at 12:15. Nominations for officers will be
taken at this meeting and the elections/installation
will take place in May. (Results will be announced in
a later newsletter.)
Riders / Supporters: the 2017 membership dues
are now due; please make your check out to the
American Legion Riders Post #1376 or drop off $12
in an envelope in our mailbox with your name on it
and address it to Tom Liesch. If you joined the Riders team in October or later, your 2017 dues are covered.
Please visit our face-book site… New Hartford
American Legion Riders... or browse the website:
www.AmericanLegionRiders.net, or National at
www.legion.org/riders.
Ride to Live - Live to Ride!
For the Good of the Legion,
Tim Converse, President

As reported in last month’s Newsletter, anyone
seeking to run for a office in the upcoming elections
of our American Legion Post, I will be accepting
your letter of your intention to run for that office.
The cut off date to submit your letter is April 19,
2017.

Please note: You can be nominated off the floor
at the April 19th Membership Meeting for any office but you must be present at this meeting to accept the nomination.
Any Legionnaire in good standing may run for
any office, the only exception is for the office of
Commander where you must have served at least
one year at any one time in the past on the Executive Board to be eligible to run for the office of
Commander.
Post elections will take place on May 17, 2017,
further details will follow in next month’s newsletter.
For the Good of the Legion,
Vic Gazzilli, Post Adjutant

QUEEN OF HEARTS UPDATE
The Queen of Hearts was $15,200 with 23 cards
remaining, as of Thursday March 16th.
Tickets are $1.00 each, and you can purchase as
many as you like during the week at the Bar, or on
Wednesday night at our Hearts Table.
The tickets are deposited in the Queen of Hearts
Box and on Wednesday night at 8:15 PM one ticket
is drawn from the box by a patron in the Post. A
member of our staff will then take the ticket to the
Queen of Hearts board and remove the card from
the sealed envelope that was chosen. If the Queen
of Hearts is in the envelope, that person wins 60%
of the Pot.
The player drawing a card other than the Queen
of Hearts shall be awarded a cash prize valued according to the following schedule:
CARD DRAWN
PAYOUT
ANY 2,3,4, OR 5
$5.00
ANY 6,7,8, OR 9
$6.00
ANY 10, Jack or King
$8.00
ANY Ace
$10.00
ANY Joker
$20.00
ANY Queen other than Hearts
$25.00
Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Brucato, Manager

KARAOKE NIGHT
We held a Karaoke Night last month and it went
over very well.
We will host another Karaoke Night for Saturday,
April 22nd, starting @ 7:00 PM.
Please plan on joining us for an evening of fun. If we
continue to do well we will schedule more nights in
the future.

New Hartford American Legion Post 1376

Sunday Morning Breakfast
Due to the success of our first Sunday Morning
Breakfast last month the Legionnaires of Post 1376
will host another breakfast on April 23, 2017.
Breakfast will be served from 8:00 AM to 12:00
PM. The menu will be:
Eggs, Sausage, Bacon
Potatoes & Toast
Juice & Coffee
Donation:
Children 5 & Under are Free
Ages 5-10 are $5.00
Adults $10.00
Thank You.

I have been asked many times, just what is the
Sheridan V Club.
During World War II there was a Bar and Restaurant named Sheridan’s, that was located on Lafayette Street in downtown Utica. Many of their
customers were military personnel who were on
their way to assignment for duty or returning from
duty. All were young, all were in uniform.
The owner, Don Sheridan would have his regular
and not so regular customers go around the corner
to a photography shop and have their picture taken
in uniform. One print they got to keep and one went
on Sheridan’s wall.
If they didn’t come back from the war, their picture would tell that they took part.
They called it Sheridan’s “V” Club which wasn’t
really a club. The “V” stood for victory, of course.
After the restaurant closed the pictures found their
way to an antique dealer, and acquired by a man
named George McDevitt. George asked the New
Hartford American Legion if they would be interested in displaying them and the rest is history.
Most pictures are identified, but some are not. If
you can identify any that have no name, please leave
a note at the Bar for Fred Williams, and I will take
care of it and see that their names are listed.
An interesting article on the Sheridan’s “V” Club
was published in Joe Kelly’s column in the Utica
OD in 1989 and is in the loose leaf binder that is located in a holder under the pictures on the wall.
Respectfully Submitted,
Fred Williams, Post Member

NOTICE!!

Legionnaires, Sons of the Legion, Ladies Auxiliary and Legion Riders, if you would like to have a
photo or news release published in the Utica OD or
the New Hartford Town Crier, please contact Bob
Rothdiener @ (315) 768-1315. Bob is the appointed
Director of Public Relations for the New Hartford
Many of our members and guests have passed by American Legion and will assist you in every way he
the over 400 pictures of World War II Veterans of can to have your articles published.
every branch of service who are members of SheriRespectfully Submitted,
dan’s V Club.
Bob Rothdiener

We Need Your Help!!!
We have had a few members volunteer to help out,
but we can still use more members to help. If you
missed the message below it is being repeated once
again. Won’t you please help us out? Thank You.
Our Post has seen a dramatic drop in membership
over the last couple of years. This is a big problem
for many American Legion Posts and we are no exception.
The biggest reason for this is our Veterans are getting up in age and are leaving us in greater numbers
every year. It will only get worse as time goes by.
We have an opportunity to get the message out
about the American Legion with the help of Sangertown Mall to promote our Post and get some of these
younger veterans to hopefully join this great organization.
In the next few years we will have only a very few
World War II veterans left. Korean War veterans
are now well into their 80’s. Vietnam veterans are in
their late 50’s to their late 70’s.
With the start of Desert Shield/Desert Storm (1990
-1991) there is no “end date” established for the Persian Gulf War and any veteran who served at least
one day on active duty during this period and received an honorable separation from active duty is
eligible for membership in the American Legion.
These are the veterans we need to get involved with
the Legion and there are a lot of them out there. Remember, as we get new Legionnaires to join members of the veteran’s family have a tendency to join
the Auxiliary and the Sons.
In an effort to accomplish this goal our Post Adjutant, Vic Gazzilli and our 1st Vice Commander, Dick
Fountain will be setting up a schedule and list of volunteers to help out with membership solicitation at
the Sangertown Mall this Spring.
If you can volunteer a few hours for a day or so,
please contact Vic Gazzilli @ (315) 525-2721 or EMail: vgazzilli@hotmail.com We really need to help
increase our membership. This is a great way to get
involved in our Legion and it would not take up too
much of your time. Thank you.
Yours in Service,
Vic Gazzilli, Post Adjutant

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Our next membership meetings will take place
on Wednesday, April 19th starting at 7:00 PM.
Please plan on attending our meeting and voice
any concerns that you may have. As always, there
will be refreshments served after the meeting.
We currently have 738 members paid so far,
which includes 21 new members. This gives us 91%
of our new quota of 810.

NOTICE PLEASE READ!!
"If you pay your Legion membership online, you
will have to send the Post membership person
proof that you paid your dues. There is a receipt at
the bottom of your online confirmation to send to
the Post. I cannot send your membership card until
I receive this confirmation. Please send this in as
soon as possible."
This is a reminder that the new 2017 Membership Cards have been in for sometime now. Also
please be reminded that our dues will remain at
$40.00. Please note that if you receive a renewal
notice from National and you have paid your 2017
dues, just disregard the notice and throw it away.
If you are not sure you have paid your dues, just
check your membership card, if it says 2017 on it,
you are paid. Thank You.
New Hartford American Legion Post 1376 would
like to welcome the following new members to our
Post. Please welcome: Zygmunt Wiornicki and Joseph S. Dziok.
As always we truly appreciate your continued
support of our Post and we look forward to your
continued support in the future.
Respectfully Submitted,

Janet Keesler & Dick Fountain
Post Membership Chairpersons

NEW HARTFORD AMERICAN LEGION
POST 1376

Pictured from the Left:
Tim Converse, Riders President
Monica Lawendowski, Auxiliary President
Rand Kennedy, Legion Commander
Don Wisnowski, SAL Commander

TAPS
New Hartford American Legion Post 1376
regrets to report that the following member has left us:

DOROTHY CEPLIUS
GRANT HER ETERNAL REST O’LORD

